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section and can be activated from the
operating station.

[CGD 88-079, 56 FR 40393, Aug. 14, 1991, as
amended by CGD 95-012, 60 FR 48048, Sept. 18,
1995]

§28.245 Communication equipment.

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs
(b) through (e) of this section, each ves-
sel must be equipped as follows.

(1) Each vessel must be equipped with
a VHF radiotelephone capable of trans-
mitting and receiving on the frequency
or frequencies within the 156-162 MHz
band necessary to communicate with a
public coast station or U.S. Coast
Guard station serving the area in
which the vessel is operating.

(2) Each vessel that operates more
than 20 miles from the coastline, in ad-
dition to the VHF radiotelephone re-
quired by paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion, must be equipped with a radio-
telephone transceiver capable of trans-
mitting and receiving on frequencies in
the 2-4 MHz band necessary to commu-
nicate with a public coast station or
U.S. Coast Guard station serving the
area in which the vessel is operating.

(3) Each vessel that operates more
than 100 miles from the coastline, in
addition to the communication equip-
ment required by paragraph (a)(1) of
this section must be equipped with a
radiotelephone transceiver capable of
transmitting and receiving on fre-
quencies in the 2-27.5 MHz band nec-
essary to communicate with a public
coast station or U.S. Coast Guard sta-
tion serving the area in which the ves-
sel is operating.

(4) Each vessel that operates in wa-
ters contiguous to Alaska where no
public coast station or U.S. Coast
Guard station is within communica-
tions range of a VHF radio transceiver
operating on the 156-162 MHz band or
the 2-4 MHz band, in addition to the
VHF radio communication equipment
required by paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion, must be equipped with a radio-
telephone transceiver capable of trans-
mitting and receiving on frequencies in
the 2-27.5 MHz band necessary to com-
municate with a public coast station or
a U.S. Coast Guard station serving the
area in which the vessel is operating.

(b) A single radio transceiver capable
of meeting the requirements of para-
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graphs (a) (2) and (3), or paragraphs (a)
(2), (3), and (4) of this section, is accept-
able.

(c) Satellite communication capa-
bility with the system servicing the
area in which the vessel is operating is
acceptable as an alternative to the re-
quirements of paragraphs (a)(2), (a)(3),
or (a)(4) of this section.

(d) A cellular telephone capable of
communicating with a public coast sta-
tion or a U.S. Coast Guard station serv-
ing the area in which the vessel is oper-
ating is acceptable as an alternative to
the requirements of paragraphs (a)(2),
(a)(3), or (a)(4) of this section.

(e) A radiotelephone transceiver in-
stalled on board a vessel before Sep-
tember 15, 1991, capable of transmitting
and receiving on frequencies on the 4-
20 MHz band may continue to be used
to satisfy the requirements of para-
graphs (a)(3) and (a)(4) of this section.

(f) The principle operating position of
the communication equipment must be
at the operating station.

(g) Communication equipment must
be installed to ensure safe operation of
the equipment and to facilitate repair.
It must be protected against vibration,
moisture, temperature, and excessive
currents and voltages. It must be lo-
cated so as to minimize the possibility
of water intrusion from windows bro-
ken by heavy seas.

(h) Communication equipment must
comply with the technical standards
and operating requirements issued by
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion, as set forth in 47 CFR part 80.

NOTE: Each vessel which uses radio equip-
ment to meet the communication require-
ments of this section must have a Ship Radio
Station License issued by the Federal Com-
munications Commission, as set forth in 47
CFR part 80.

(i) All communication equipment
must be provided with an emergency
source of power that complies with
§28.375.

§28.250 High water alarms.

On a vessel 36 feet (11.8 meters) or
more in length, a visual and audible
alarm must be provided at the oper-
ating station to indicate high water
level in each of the following normally
unmanned spaces:
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